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Attached is the paper for subject meeting on Thurs-
day, September 2, at 10:30 in the AF Bureau Conference
room, 3519, at the State Department.
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- legislatiive calendar for the next few months and our need to

Defense could send a memorandum to the President asking that
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. Progress on our negotiations with all parties involved
in the Namibia settlement process has reached the point where
we need to take action now to provide for funding the U.S.
contribution to UNTAG (United Nations Transition Assistance
Group) While it is still difficult to predlct with preci-
sion when final adreement will be reached, it is not unreal-
istic to be prepared for it in the near future. Given the

move very gquickly with funding for UNTAG once we are ready to
move forward with the UN plan, our best judgment is that the
funding request to Congress should be part of the Continuing
Resolution request for FY 1983. We may not have another op-
portunity until February, 1983, and we cannot afford to be
without funding authority in this US-led negotiation for five
months. To obtain that funding, the Secretaries of State and

he approve and support such a request in the CR.

A settlement of the Namibia conflict by an agreement in-
cluding the withdrawal of Cuban forces from Angola could well
be one of the major foreign policy achievements of this Admin-
istration. Our support of the UNTAG operation is critical to
its success and therefore to the whole settlement process.
Moreover, this has been an implicit commitment of the United
States since these negotiations first began in 1977.

There are two basic elements of the U.S. contribution to
UNTAG: 1) our commitment to have DOD transport the peacekeep-
ing forces and their equipment to Namibia and 2) our support,
through a UN assessment, to the ongoing operations of those
forces and the related activities of UNTAG's civilian compo-
nent. Our best current estimates, and they are still estimates,
are approximately $80 million for the DOD-provided air/sealift
and up to $150 million in a US assessment for the UN to cover
the U.S. share of a 12-month UNTAG operatlon.

Our Congressional strategy should emphasize the non-recur- )
ring nature of this UN effort. It is designed as a one time
military-civilian plan to provide the basis for free elections
and the transition to 1ndependence for Namibia. We know of
course that Congress is not in a spending mood, but we believe
that the unique and historical success a properly structured
Namibia settlement in the context of Cuban withdrawal would
represent should attract bi-partisan support. However, there
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will be no lobbying Congress on this issue until we have both
the Namibia and Angola elements —-- including Cuban withdrawal
-- in hand. Should the Continuing Resolution request reach

Congress at a time when we still do not have full agreement on
a settlement we wWill need to reconsider this strategy.

At this initial IG meetlng on UNTAG we hope to accompllsh
the follow1ng.

~-- brief those attending on the current state of play
in the Namibia and Angola negotiations.

-- discuss the UN cost figures and report on Department
of State conversations with the UN on those figures.

==~ and consider options on how best to obtain Congression-
- al approval for the funding requests. We will also
need to consider what alternative assurances or other
actions are necessary should a full agreement or settle-
ment (to include Cuban troops withdrawal from Angola)
not be in hand at the time the CR is before Congress.
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